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How to create competitive rural areas?

Rural areas in Europe are struggling with issues such as young people
moving out, poor public transport, insufficient access to health care,
reliance on traditional activities, or low education levels of the
population. On the other hand, rural areas have key assets, such as
their rich natural environment, cultural heritage and peaceful
surroundings. These assets allow rural areas to diversify from
traditional activities towards rural tourism, to attract educated people,
or to develop knowledge clusters on eco-approaches. Modern ICT
solutions create new opportunities for businesses in more isolated
rural areas. Exploiting these strengths in combination with new
technologies provides solutions for the rural areas to also evolve along
a growth path for a smart, sustainable and inclusive Europe (the
Marie-Jose Zondag
Ecorys Nederland BV objectives for EU2020).

Thematic capitalisation
Over the last seven years the
INTERREG IVC programme has been
enabling public institutions all over
Europe – over 2000 in total – to ‘learn
through
cooperation’ across
204
different interregional projects aimed at
improving regional policies.
In
June 2012,
the programme
commissioned a team of thematic
experts to analyse, benchmark, and
capitalise on the wealth of knowledge
generated by projects working on similar
regional development issues. Altogether,
12 policy themes, ranging from
innovation to the environment, have
been covered. 12 reports are now
available detailing the insights and
lessons from this capitalisation process
for the benefit of all regions across
Europe.
This policy paper distils the essential
findings of the report into a ‘ready-touse’ tool to convince policymakers of not
only the need for change, but exactly
what change is required.

www.interreg4c.eu

The seven recommendations below help policymakers in their
endeavour to render the competitiveness of rural areas. The
recommendations are based on experiences with exchanging good
practices between European regions on rural development. The future
economic development of Europe as a whole rests on regional
innovation, i.e. the ability to create new knowledge and competence
and very much to successfully valorise the knowledge potential.
Europe’s regions strive for sustainable competitiveness at global level
in many respects, e.g. in providing tailwind to their respective
businesses and in attracting individuals and institutions.
Each recommendation is illustrated with a good practice from nine
INTERREG IVC rural development projects.
1. Build integrated solutions
How to offer better facilities and service levels to both inhabitants and
entrepreneurs? Design smart, integrated solutions that can exploit
synergies.
Good practice from Auvergne, France: The Smart Working Centers
combine incubation facilities for entrepreneurs with a rural high
speed internet office for locals which enables them to (tele)work
and follow (e)training: www.micropol-interreg.eu.

2. Formulate a specialised offer for entrepreneurs
Good practice from Gers (France):
In the SOHO SOLO approach
(potential) teleworkers/SMEs are
welcomed, guided, and given easy
access to networks. During the last
6 years this has resulted in 470 new
inhabitants in the Gers region:
www.grisiplus.eu.

3. Develop a diversification strategy
for your rural region
How to renew the local businesses’
offer? Draft a diversification strategy
and enable diversification initiatives by
for example limiting restrictions on
rural tourism. Diversifying businesses
will boost the region.

How to attract young people or
new businesses to rural regions?
Create a specialised offer and
environment by concentrating
knowledge
resources
and
providing specialised services and
products.
Specialisation
and
knowledge clusters allow regions
to stay competitive in a more
global economy.

Policy sharing,
policy learning
22 May 2014, Brussels
A day of learning about the
latest policy trends and best
practices available from all
around Europe in 12 topics

Good
practice
from Östra
Mellansverige
(Sweden):
In
Urnatur a small-scale high-quality
eco-lodge for retreats, events
and conferences supports the
continued
operation
of
a
traditional farm and conservation
projects. The eco-lodge has
increased the annual turnover
from EUR 10 000 to over EUR
100 000:
www.business2nature.eu.

4. Invest in local and external partnerships
Good practices: In Gozo (Malta) local
services, such as hikes, hairdressing,
baby-sitting etc., are combined and
offered to guests at self-catering
accommodation:
www.cesr-project.eu.
e-CREATE:
Saxony-Anhalt
(Germany)
and
Sør-Trøndelag
county (Norway) teamed up with a
regional university to develop an app
promoting Romanesque heritage:
www.e-create-project.eu.
5. Explore all different types of
innovation
How to stimulate innovation in rural
areas? Be aware of the whole
spectrum of innovation possibilities.
Rural regions can invest in product,
process, marketing, and organisational
innovation. A specific lesson learnt
from the rural cooperation projects is
to focus not so much on technical
innovation but more on social
innovation and the development of
practical and more effective solutions
for the region’s social needs.
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How to create a critical mass of
human resources, investment
capacity, knowledge institutes,
and services, in your rural areas?
Upgrade small-scale successful
initiatives by building local
partnerships and relationships
with
different
regions
and
knowledge centres and by
involving external private actors.

Good practices on:
Product innovation: In rural
residences in Niedersachsen
(Germany)
you
can
accommodate
your horse:
www.danteproject.eu.
Process
innovation:
The
Romanesque Route in the
Sousa Valley (Portugal) uses
digital communication to unlock
the
potential
of
cultural
heritage:
www.e-create-project.eu.

This one-day event will showcase
policy
recommendations
and
lessons learnt resulting from the
thematic analysis of the projects.
Thematic
specialists
and
practitioners will present the
knowledge
acquired
through
interregional
cooperation
and
discuss the latest policy trends and
common challenges identified in
European regions.
Interactive
workshops
and
networking opportunities will allow
those involved in policymaking to
share ideas, get inspired and make
new contacts for the future.
Whether you work for a local
municipality, regional authority or
national ministry; regional agency
or European association…as long
as you are involved in the policy
process, you are welcome to come
and share your experiences and
leave with good practices you
might like to try at home.
REGISTER ON:
http://www.interreg4c.eu/
policy-sharing-policy-learning

